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This report discusses the results of SIGAR’s inspection of the expanded high voltage power system at Naiabad
substation and the design-build of the new Camp Shaheen substation, both located in Balkh Province,
Afghanistan. When we initiated this inspection, we planned to complete our work before the contract’s
warranty period expired on January 21, 2021. However, we extended our timeline due to travel restrictions and
other factors related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Subsequently, the political and security situation changed
throughout 2021, culminating with the collapse of the Afghan government in August 2021. These events
further delayed our work. Nevertheless, we completed substantive fieldwork prior to the collapse, and our
findings for this report contribute to a more thorough understanding of U.S. government-funded construction
efforts in Afghanistan.
On July 22, 2016, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) awarded a $27.7million firm-fixed-price contract
to Venco Imtiaz Construction Company (VICC), a United Arab Emirates company, to connect the 209th Corps
Garrison at Camp Shaheen and additional Afghan National Defense and Security Forces facilities at Dasht-e
Shadian to Afghanistan’s power grid.
We found that VICC generally built the facilities according to the contract requirements. However, we identified
two construction deficiencies at the Camp Shaheen substation involving (1) noncompliant ground cables and
wires, and (2) non-insulated water pipes in the well house and connected to the water storage tank. We also
found that the chlorination system was not working to disinfect the well water at the Camp Shaheen
substation, which posed health concerns for substation employees because the water contained biological or
bacteriological contaminants. Inadequate maintenance also resulted in a malfunctioning relay panel in the
voltage switchgear room and the Security Control and Data Acquisition systems designed to communicate realtime power distribution information between the substations. These construction deficiencies and
maintenance issues could disrupt the electricity flowing between, and beyond, the Naiabad and Camp
Shaheen substations.
We are not making any recommendations in this report due to the Afghan government’s collapse and the
Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan in August 2021.
We provided a draft of this report to USACE for review and comment. USACE provided written comments, which
are reproduced in Appendix II. In its comments, USACE concurred with our findings and acknowledged the
construction deficiencies found at the Naiabad and Camp Shaheen electrical substations. In addition, USACE
provided technical comments, which we incorporated into the report, as appropriate.
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We conducted this inspection under the authority of Public Law No. 110-181, as amended, and the Inspector
General Act of 1978, as amended; and in accordance with the Quality Standards for Inspection and
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This report discusses the results of SIGAR’s inspection of the expanded high voltage power system at Naiabad
substation and the design-build of the new Camp Shaheen substation, both located in Balkh Province,
Afghanistan. When we initiated this inspection, we planned to complete our work before the contract’s
warranty period expired on January 21, 2021. However, we extended our timeline due to travel restrictions and
other factors related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Subsequently, the political and security situation changed
throughout 2021, culminating with the collapse of the Afghan government in August 2021. These events
further delayed our work. Nevertheless, we completed substantive fieldwork prior to the collapse, and our
findings for this report contribute to a more thorough understanding of U.S. government-funded construction
efforts in Afghanistan.
On July 21, 2016, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) awarded Venco Imtiaz Construction Company
(VICC), a United Arab Emirates company, a $27.7 million firm-fixed-price contract to connect two Afghan
National Defense and Security Forces bases in Balkh Province to Afghanistan’s national power grid.1 The
contract required VICC to expand the high voltage power system at Naiabad substation, and to design and
build the new Camp Shaheen substation in Dashti Shadian.2 At Naiabad substation, the contract required VICC
to install new transformers and circuit breakers. At Camp Shaheen, the contract required VICC to build a new
substation containing items such as transformers, circuit breakers, lightning arresters, switch gear, a control
room, and a supply of water. VICC was building the Camp Shaheen substation to distribute two 20-kilovolt
double circuits to the 209th Corps Garrison at Camp Shaheen and Afghan National Defense and Security
Forces facilities at Dasht-e Shadian. On August 7, 2016, USACE issued VICC a notice to proceed with a
required completion date of January 24, 2019.
USACE modified the contract eight times, increasing the award amount to approximately $30.6 million, and
extending the completion date to February 2, 2020. The modifications also included installing solar powered
warning lights and power line markers, implementing Security Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system
functionalities, and repairing optical ground wires damaged by a helicopter crash. USACE conducted a final
inspection of all newly-built facilities from January 7 through January 16, 2020, after the Camp Shaheen
substation connection—built from high voltage power system at Naiabad—was energized on January 3, 2020.
USACE told us that manufacturing engineers completed testing and commissioning, which was witnessed by
engineers from Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS).3 On January 17, 2020, VICC, through USACE and the
Combined Security Transition Command–Afghanistan, transferred the project to DABS. The
1-year construction warranty period expired on January 21, 2021.
The objectives of this inspection were to determine whether (1) construction was completed in accordance
with contract requirements and applicable construction standards, and (2) the infrastructure was used and
maintained.
We conducted our work in Arlington, Virginia, and Balkh Province, Afghanistan, from January 2020 through
March 2022, in accordance with the Quality Standards for Inspection and Evaluation, published by the Council
of the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency. Our professional engineers conducted the engineering
assessment based on the National Society of Professional Engineer’s Code of Ethics for Engineers. Appendix I
has a detailed discussion of our scope and methodology.

Contract number W5J9JE-16-C-0014.
Camp Shaheen was one of the largest Afghan National Army bases in Afghanistan. It also served as the Afghan National
Police’s Mazar-e-Sharif headquarters and housed the Afghan National Civil Order Police.
3 DABS is Afghanistan’s national power utility.
1
2
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CONSTRUCTION AT NAIABAD AND CAMP SHAHEEN SUBSTATIONS GENERALLY
MET CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS, BUT TWO CONSTRUCTION DEFICIENCIES
CREATED POTENTIAL SAFETY HAZARDS
We found that VICC generally completed required work at the substations and electrical facilities according to
the contract requirements. For example, VICC’s construction of required components such as switchyard areas,
transmission towers, control building, and apparatuses were completed, and both substations were
operational. However, we found two construction deficiencies that resulted from VICC creating possible safety
hazards by not complying with contract requirements: (1) non-compliant medium voltage ground cables and
wires, and (2) non-insulated water pipes.
USACE was required to conduct pre-final and final inspections to ensure that VICC adhered to construction
requirements. USACE identified one of the two construction deficiencies—the non-compliant medium voltage
ground cables and wires—during the inspections. However, VICC did not correct the deficiency.

VICC’s Installation of Electrical Cables and Wires Did Not Meet Contract Specifications
During our Camp Shaheen substation site visit, we found unsealed gaps between the sleeves, pass-through
ports, and cable trays in the control building. The project specifications required VICC to seal those gaps. Photo 1
on the following page shows an example of the unsealed ports that we found at the substation and an example
of a correctly sealed electrical sleeve. The unsealed gaps can be a point of entry for rodents whose gnawing and
scratching can damage the cables; we found that such damage had already occurred. Damaged cables can lead
to short circuits, which may affect substation operations. USACE’s 4-month warranty inspection report, completed
on June 23, 2020, identified electrical cables coming into the control building as needing “to be sealed by proper
and approved methods, because it is observed that insects are coming into the building.” However, during our
site visit 3 months later, we found that VICC had still not corrected this deficiency (see photo 1).
In addition, in September 2019, USACE’s quality assurance inspections found that VICC installed cables for the
20-kilovolt switchgear room at Camp Sheehan that were not manufactured within 36 months of the delivery
date to the site, as the contract required. USACE documented in its July 2021 deficiency correction report that
VICC had corrected the defect 14 days after the defect had been originally noted in September 2019. However,
during our site visit in September 2020, we found that wires and cables installed in trenches still bore the date
“2013,” which USACE identified as not meeting the National Fire Protection Association criteria that prohibited
use of cables manufactured more than 36 months before delivery to the construction site (see photo 2). This
prohibition was listed in the contract specifications, and VICC should not have installed wires and cables
manufactured more than 36 months before the date of delivery. VICC’s installation of non-compliant materials
raises concerns about material quality and service life meant to reduce the possibilities of an electrical fire.4

Manufactures and suppliers store large spools of medium voltage cables in open yards before shipping to users. These
spools could be exposed to direct sunlight, heat, rain, snow, humidity, and dust for a prolonged period. Exposure to weather
exceeding 36 months will weaken the cable’s outer layer, thereby developing cracks and allowing moisture to reach the
cable center. Consequently, the cables are more likely to malfunction after installation, affecting system performance.

4
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Photo 1 - Correctly Sealed Ports Versus Unsealed
Ports

Photo 2 - Outdated and Noncompliant Cables
Used at Naiabad Substation

Unsealed ports

Correctly sealed

Source: SIGAR, September 13 to 17, 2020

Source: SIGAR, September 13 to 17, 2020

VICC Did Not Insulate Water Pipes in the Water Well House or Storage Tank as
Required
During our Camp Shaheen site visit, we found that VICC did not insulate the water pipes in the well house
building or the water pipes connected to the water storage tank. The project specifications required VICC to
insulate the above ground pipes to prevent exposure to freezing temperatures that may damage the water
distribution system. Photos 3 and 4 on the following page show pipes in the water well house and at the water
storage tank without the required insulation.
Without proper insulation, water in the pipes is prone to freezing in cold temperatures; this could result in ice
blockage that may burst the pipe, requiring extensive repair and replacement, and rendering the water supply
system inoperable. In August 2021, USACE told SIGAR that the exterior pipes do not hold standing water, and
an electric heater located inside the well house maintained temperatures above freezing; as a result, there
was no need for the external pipes to be insulated. However, USACE did not provide evidence that it approved
such a deviation from contract requirements. USACE also stated that the contract drawings did not require
piping outside the well house to be insulated. USACE’s prior statement about the contract drawings not
requiring piping to be insulated contradicts its initial position acknowledging the contract specifications
required that the pipes be insulated. Moreover, though not specific to the start and endpoints of insulation on
the water pipe, the contract drawings included pipe insulation, and USACE Engineer Regulation 415-1-10
stipulates that USACE must approve documentation requesting deviations from contract requirements.
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Photo 3 - Uninsulated Water Pipes in Well House
Building

Photo 4 - Uninsulated Water Pipes Connected to
the Water Storage Tank

Source: SIGAR, September 13 to 17, 2020

Source: SIGAR, September 13 to 17, 2020

INADEQUATE TESTING AND MAINTAINENANCE OF SEVERAL SYSTEMS
CONTRIBUTED TO SAFETY AND OPERATIONAL ISSUES AT THE NAIABAD AND
CAMP SHAHEEN SUBSTATIONS
The Naiabad and Camp Shaheen substations were operational and transmitting electricity prior to the collapse
of the Afghan government in August 2021. However, we found that a system at the Camp Shaheen substation
was not tested before being transferred to the Afghan government, and systems at both locations were not
appropriately used and were not properly maintained, creating safety and operational issues. Specifically,
Camp Shaheen’s water well chlorination system, its relay panel in the switch gear room, and the SCADA
systems—which facilitate communication between the substations, transmission lines, and control systems—at
both substations were not functioning properly, and, therefore, were not being used as intended. The
nonfunctional chlorination system presents a health hazard, while the issues with the relay panel and SCADA
systems impede safe daily operations.

The Camp Shaheen Substation’s Water Well Chlorination System Was Not Working
as Intended and the Water Was Unsafe to Drink
We found that the chlorination system installed to treat the water at the Camp Shaheen substation was not
working. Per contract requirements, VICC drilled a water well, constructed a storage tank, installed a
distribution piping system, disinfected the water system, and prepared a water quality report. As part of the
water supply and distribution system, VICC also installed a chlorination system to treat the water, even though
the system was not specifically required by the contract.
USACE originally issued the contract without any requirement that VICC provide disinfected water for the use of
the personnel staffed at the substation. However, VICC sought USACE’s concurrence to amend the contract to
include a chlorination system after the results of VICC’s water quality report showed a high level of dissolved
metals.”. While USACE initially rejected the contractor’s request, we reviewed documentation that showed
USACE accepted the chlorination system’s installation, even though it was not required by the contract. When
asked why the construction contractor would supply a chlorination system, USACE merely said the contractor
did it for the “betterment” of the overall construction project.
We sampled water at the control building and sent it to an accredited lab in Kabul for analysis. The lab results
indicated that the chlorination system was not working as intended, and that the water was not safe for any
SIGAR 22-14-IP/Naiabad and Camp Shaheen Substations
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use due to biological and bacteriological contaminants from fecal material and the presence of dissolved
metals above the acceptable limits established by Afghanistan National Drinking Water Quality Standards and
the World Health Organization. Further, we found that the emergency eyewash station, a critical piece of safety
equipment, was connected to the untreated water well. The bacteria and chemicals found in the water could
result in eye disease and affect the eyesight of individuals who use the eyewash station.
We requested that USACE provide us with the testing and commissioning report for the Camp Shaheen
substation control building’s chlorination system to determine its condition when Camp Shanheen was
transferred to DABS. USACE told us that there was no testing or commissioning report for the chlorination
system because the contract did not specifically require it be installed. USACE did not provide any evidence
showing that it ever determined the water to be safe for non-potable use.
VICC’s submittal documents for the chlorination system showed that 10 substation workers would live and
work at the Camp Shaheen substation. Safe, usable water is necessary to house any workers at the substation.
However, in the absence of chlorinated water, we found that the onsite employees were using untreated well
water to shower, clean food, and cook meals. Exposure to high levels of contaminants and metals in water
could cause health issues such as gastrointestinal illness, reproductive issues, and neurological disorders.5

The Camp Shaheen Substation’s Relay Panel in the Switchgear Room Did Not Work
Properly
We found that the relay panel for the 15-kilovolt switchgear at the Camp Shaheen substation did not work and
showed a “fault” reading, which may prevent the panel from switching voltages as needed to maintain the
stability of the electric grid.6 According to on-site DABS personnel, the switchgear had shown a fault reading
since USACE turned the project over to DABS in January 2020. The DABS personnel also told us that the fault
reading could cause the shunt reactor to disconnect from the 220-kilovolt line, thereby causing the grid to lose
balance and reducing electricity output.7 For example, when the voltage drops, a 120-volt light bulb will start
flickering or an electric stove will not perform as designed. On a larger scale, a voltage drop will cause the
electrical grid to lose balance and the phase current or voltage will not be synchronized and potentially result in
a blackout. Further, a non-working relay panel could cause damage to the entire system and associated
apparatuses if the shunt reactor running through the 220-kilovolt line goes offline.

The Naiabad and Camp Shaheen Substations’ SCADA Systems Were Not Functioning
Properly
The SCADA systems at both the Naiabad and Camp Shaheen substations were not functioning properly.
Specifically, we found that the monitoring screen at the Naiabad substation, which tracks the amount of power
delivered to the Camp Shaheen substation, no longer displayed necessary information. Further, although the
SCADA monitoring computer screen at the Camp Shaheen substation displayed details of the electricity it
received and processed, a similar monitoring screen at the Naiabad substation was blank and did not show
any level of detail of electricity transmission from the originating substation. According to on-site DABS
personnel, the SCADA systems functioned when DABS accepted the project, but the systems had not been
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases, Division of
Foodborne, Waterborne, and Environmental Diseases, “Water-Related Diseases and Contaminants in Public Water
Systems,” last modified April 7, 2014, https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/public/water_disinfection.html.
6 The fault reading indicates a failure in the voltage relays. When changes occur in the voltage flowing through the substation, the relays should trip. If the relays do not trip, improper voltages can pass through the system and cause damage
to the sub-station or other equipment and apparatuses.
7 A shunt reactor “absorbs of reactive power,” stabilizing the voltage and improving power quality. It is the “most compact
device commonly used for reactive power compensation in long high-voltage transmission lines and in cable systems.”
“Shunt reactor,” UN’s Economic and Social Commission for West Asia, accessed March 13, 2022,
https://archive.unescwa.org/shunt-reactor.
5
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maintained. If the SCADA systems are not functioning properly, substation personnel cannot access real-time
information on power distribution, preventing DABS from operating the substation as intended.

CONCLUSION
Although VICC generally built the Naiabad and Camp Shaheen substations according to contract requirements,
two areas of non-compliance resulted in construction deficiencies: improperly sealed and outdated electrical
cables and wires, and uninsulated water pipes. USACE identified the outdated electrical cables and wires
during its final inspections, but never ensured that VICC corrected this deficiency prior to the construction
warranty period expiring. In addition, while DABS operated these two substations, some equipment was not
being used as intended, including a nonfunctioning water well chlorination system that posed health concerns
for substation employees. Further, the relay panel for switching voltages, as well as the SCADA systems used to
communicate real-time power distribution information between the substations, were not working properly.
These construction deficiencies and maintenance issues could disrupt electricity flowing between, and beyond,
the Naiabad and Camp Shaheen substations.

RECOMMENDATIONS
We are not making any recommendations in this report due to the Afghan government’s collapse and the
Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan in August 2021.

AGENCY COMMENTS
We provided a draft of this report to the USACE for review and comment. USACE provided written comments,
which are reproduced in Appendix II. In its comments, USACE generally concurred with our findings and
acknowledged the construction deficiencies. USACE provided additional technical information related to the
construction deficiency findings, which we incorporated into the report, as appropriate. USACE added that the
responsibility for operation and maintenance lies with the end user, DABS.
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APPENDIX I - SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY
This report discusses the results of SIGAR’s inspection of the expanded high voltage power system at the
Naiabad substation, and the design-build of the new Camp Shaheen substation, both located in Balkh
Province, Afghanistan. The objectives of this inspection were to determine whether (1) construction was
completed in accordance with contract requirements and applicable construction standards, and (2) the
infrastructure is being used and maintained. Specifically, we


reviewed contract documents, design submittals, and other relevant project documentation;



interviewed Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS) officials concerning the project’s construction,
use, and maintenance; and



made site visits to Naiabad and Camp Shaheen substations, transmission and distribution lines, and
termination points from September 13 to 17, 2020.

We did not rely on computer-processed data in conducting this inspection. However, we considered compliance
with laws and indicators of fraud, other illegal acts, and abuse, and their potential impacts.
In December 2014, SIGAR entered into a cooperative agreement with Afghan civil society partners. Under this
agreement, our Afghan partners conduct specific inspections, evaluations, and other analyses. In this regard,
Afghan engineers inspected the substations during site visits in September 2020. We developed a
standardized engineering evaluation checklist covering items required by the contract. The checklist required
our partners to analyze the contract documents, scope of work, technical specifications, and design drawings.
We compared the information our Afghan civil society partners provided to accepted engineering practices,
relevant standards, regulations, laws, and codes for quality and accuracy.
In addition, as part of our monitoring and quality control process, we


met with our Afghan partner engineers to ensure that the inspection’s planning and approach were
consistent with the objectives of our inspection and the terms of our cooperative agreement;



attended periodic meetings with our partners, and conducted our normal entrance and exit
conferences with agency officials;



discussed significant inspection issues with our partners;



referred any potential fraud or illegal acts to SIGAR’s Investigations Directorate, as appropriate;



monitored our partners’ progress in meeting milestones and revised contract delivery dates as
needed; and



conducted oversight of our partners in accordance with SIGAR’s policies and procedures to ensure
that their work resulted in impartial, credible, and reliable information.

We conducted our inspection work in Arlington, Virginia, and Balkh Province, Afghanistan, from January 2020
through March 2022, in accordance with the Quality Standards for Inspection and Evaluation, published by the
Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency. Our professional engineers conducted the engineering
assessment in accordance with the National Society of Professional Engineers’ Code of Ethics for Engineers.
We believe that the evidence obtained provides a reasonable basis for our findings and conclusions based on
our inspection objectives. We conducted this inspection under the authority of Public Law No. 110-181, as
amended, and the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amended.
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APPENDIX II - COMMENTS FROM THE U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, TRANSATLANTIC DIVISION
201 PRINCE FREDERICK DRIVE
WINCHESTER, VA 22602-4373

CETAD-CG

MEMORANDUM FOR John F. Sopko, Special Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction, 1550 Crystal Drive, Suite 900, Arlington, VA 22202
SUBJECT: Response to Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction
(SIGAR) Draft Report (Project Code SIGAR 1-065), Afghanistan's Naiabad and Camp
Shaheen Electrica l Substations: Project Was Generally Completed Accord ing to
Contract Requirements, But Construction and Maintenance Problems Contributed to
Safety and Operational Issues

1. USACE appreciates the opportunity to provide comments for inclusion in SIGAR's
final report on the Afghanistan's Naiabad and Camp Shaheen Electrical Substations
project and understands SIGAR is not making any recom mendations due to the Afghan
government's collapse and the Taliban's subsequent takeover of Afghanistan in August
2021 .
2. USAGE will address the two construction deficiencies SIGAR identified in the draft
report. The respons ibility for operations and maintenance lies with the end user, Da
Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS), therefore USAGE wi ll not comment on the
operation and maintenance issues SIGAR addresses in the report.
3. SIGAR identified two construction deficiencies at the Camp Shaheen substation
involving (1) noncom pliant ground cables and wires, and (2) non-insulated wa ter pipes.
in the well house and connected to the water storage tank. USACE generally concurs
with SIGAR's findings and acknowledges the construction deficiencies. USAGE offers
additional information relative to the construction deficiency fi ndings.

SIGAR Finding #1: Non-compliant medium voltage ground cables and wires
USACE Response: SIGAR Photo 2 - Outdated and Non-compliant Cables Used at
Naiabad Substation, does not include a location the conductors were discovered aside
from being located "in trenches". USACE previously addressed the lack of location for
Photo 2 during 25 August 2021 discussions on the Statement of Facts (SOF). USAGE
acknowledges without photographic evidence proving correction of the deficiencies,
SIGAR does not acknowledge corrections were made. However, without the exact
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SUBJECT: Response to Special Inspector Genera l for Afghanistan Reconstruction
(SIGAR) Draft Report (Project Code SIGAR 1-065), Afghanistan's Naiabad and Camp
Shaheen Electrical Substations: Project Was Generally Completed According to
Contract Requirements, But Construction and Ma intenance Problems Contributed to
Safety and Operational Issues
location of Photo 2, USACE cannot determine if this was one of four QA Deficiencies SIGAR
our USACE LNQA identified and corrected . TABLE 1 below, contains the details for Comment 1
each deficiency and resolution date .
TABLE 1
QA#

LOCATION

DATE
FOUND

AGE

DATE RESOLVED

QA-00046

Control Bldg.

8 Jun 19

26

4 Jul 19

QA-00047

Switchyard

26 Jun 19

8

4 Jul 19

QA-00082

SS Switchyard

5 Sep 19

14

19 Sep 19

QA-00099

Control Bldg.

17 Nov 19

3

20-Nov-19

SIGAR Finding #2: Non-insulated water pipes
USACE Response: USACE acknowledges the contract specifications required
SIGAR
insulation and acknowledges any deviations between the plans and the specifications Comment 2
should be clarified and documented to update the specifications to reflect any deviation.~---~
Reference SIGAR Photo 3 - Uninsulated Water Pipes in Well House Building: USACE
informed SIGAR during the 25 August 2021 SOF discussion that the exterior pipes do
not hold standing water and an electric heater located inside the well house maintains
temperatures above freezing . USACE requested this information be included in thedraft
report.
Reference SIGAR Photo 4 - Uninsulated Water Pipes Connected to the Water Storage
Tank: USACE informed SIGAR during the 25 August 2021 SOF discussion that the
pipe insulation outside the well house on the inlet piping is not required based on the
drawings. The pipes indicated in the photo do not hold standing water, therefore would
not be at risk for freezing. USACE requested this information be included in the draft
report.

2

SIGAR 22-14-IP/Naiabad and Camp Shaheen Substations

Page 9

SUBJECT: Response to Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction
(SIGAR) Draft Report (Project Code SIGAR 1-065), Afghanistan's Naiabad and Camp
Shaheen Electrical Substations: Project Was Generally Completed According to
Contract Requirements, But Construction and Maintenance Problems Contributed to
Safety and Operational Issues
Reference Report Section: The Camp Shaheen Substation 's Water Well
Chlorination System Was Not Working as Intended and the Water Was Unsafe to
Drink: The facilities water well system designed by the contractor was required to be
disinfected with chlorine or hypochlorite. USAGE provided SIGAR with the16 Nov 201., SIGAR
Comment 3
Inspectors Quality Assurance Report (OAR) (ATTACHMENTS A and B) , which
documented the contractor disinfected the water system. The test results are attached .___ _ __.
along with Transmitta l No. 33 20 00-2 ENG Form 4025-R . (ATTACHMENTS C and D)

The contract did not requ ire installation of a continuing disinfecting system. The
contractor procured equipment to install a chlorination system when there was no
contract requirement for a chlorination system. Upon realization there was no
contractual requirement to provide a continuous disinfection system, the contractor
submitted RFI 0013 requesting it be added to the contract. USACE responded with
"Control Building is required to have a water supply and does not require that it has to
be purified for drinking purposes ." The contractor proceeded to install the procured
SIGAR
t4
equipment without USAGE authorization to do so. USAGE did not authorize nor was the C
contractor reimbursed for the unauthorized water treatment system .
ommen
Other similar USAGE contracts in Afghanistan with a requirement to provide a water
source, typically did not include a continuous disinfection system be installed . DABS
was responsible for providing and maintaining potable water as an operation and
maintenance function .

ATTACHMENT A
ATTACHMENT B
ATTACHMENT C
ATTACHMENT D

3
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SIGAR Response to the United States Army Corps of Engineer Comments
SIGAR Comment 1: The quality assurance process USACE cited occurred from June through November 2019.
We conducted our site visit in September 2020. Therefore, our concern remains that the outdated electrical
cables found at the Naiabad substation were neither identified, nor corrected, during USACE’s quality
assurance process.
SIGAR Comment 2: USACE acknowledged the contract specifications required insulation on water pipes and
acknowledged any deviations from the contract specifications should have been documented to reflect a
requested deviation. We concur. We requested documents to show when and how the construction contractor
asked, and USACE approved, deviations from installing required insulation on water pipes. USACE did not
provide us with any such documents.
SIGAR Comment 3: While USACE said it would not formally comment on our findings for operation and
maintenance, it noted that the facilities’ water well system installed by the contractor was required to be
disinfected. We concur. The contract stated, “After operational tests are complete, the entire domestic hot- and
cold-water distribution system shall be disinfected. System shall be flushed as specified, before introducing
chlorinating material. The chlorinating material shall be hypochlorite’s or liquid chlorine.” The testing report
cited by USACE confirmed the initial disinfecting of this equipment was successful. However, the construction
contractor’s meeting its contract requirement to initially disinfect the water system does not constitute
evidence that the installed chlorination system operated as intended.
Testing we conducted during our site visit in September 2020, nine months after the site was turned over to
DABS, showed that the water contained biological contaminants, leaving us to conclude that the chlorination
system was not functioning. Afghan officials told us that the pump that added the chlorine into the system had
not functioned since the site was turned over.
SIGAR Comment 4: USACE approved the contractor’s design submittals, which included the chlorination
system. As a result, we did not make a change to the report based on the additional information USACE offered
on this issue.
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This performance audit was conducted
under project code SIGAR-I-065.
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SIGAR’s Mission

Obtaining Copies of SIGAR
Reports and Testimonies

To Report Fraud, Waste, and
Abuse in Afghanistan
Reconstruction Programs

Public Affairs

The mission of the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction (SIGAR) is to enhance oversight of programs for the
reconstruction of Afghanistan by conducting independent and
objective audits, inspections, and investigations on the use of
taxpayer dollars and related funds. SIGAR works to provide accurate
and balanced information, evaluations, analysis, and
recommendations to help the U.S. Congress, U.S. agencies, and
other decision-makers to make informed oversight, policy, and
funding decisions to:


improve effectiveness of the overall reconstruction
strategy and its component programs;



improve management and accountability over funds
administered by U.S. and Afghan agencies and their
contractors;



improve contracting and contract management
processes;



prevent fraud, waste, and abuse; and



advance U.S. interests in reconstructing Afghanistan.

To obtain copies of SIGAR documents at no cost, go to SIGAR’s Web
site (www.sigar.mil). SIGAR posts all publicly released reports,
testimonies, and correspondence on its Web site.

To help prevent fraud, waste, and abuse by reporting allegations of
fraud, waste, abuse, mismanagement, and reprisal, contact SIGAR’s
hotline:


Web: www.sigar.mil/fraud



Email: sigar.pentagon.inv.mbx.hotline@mail.mil



Phone International: +1-866-329-8893



Phone DSN International: 312-664-0378



U.S. fax: +1-703-601-4065

Public Affairs Officer


Phone: 703-545-5974



Email: sigar.pentagon.ccr.mbx.public-affairs@mail.mil



Mail: SIGAR Public Affairs
2530 Crystal Drive
Arlington, VA 22202

