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A U.S. Marine liaison and an interpreter from the country of Georgia talk with villagers during a training exercise there to prepare 
Georgian troops to contribute to the NATO Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan. (USMC photo)
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SIGAR’s enabling legislation requires it to keep the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Defense fully informed about problems relating to the 
administration of Afghanistan reconstruction programs, and to submit a 
report to Congress on SIGAR’s oversight work and on the status of the 
U.S. reconstruction effort no later than 30 days after the end of each fiscal 
quarter. The statute also instructs SIGAR to include, to the extent possible, 
relevant matters from the end of the quarter up to the submission date of 
its report. 

Each quarter, SIGAR requests updates from other agencies on completed 
and ongoing oversight activities. This section compiles these updates. 
Copies of completed reports are posted on the agencies’ respective 
public websites.

The descriptions appear as submitted, with minor changes to maintain 
consistency with other sections of this report: acronyms and abbreviations 
in place of full names; standardized capitalization, punctuation, and pre-
ferred spellings; and third-person instead of first-person construction.

These agencies perform oversight activities in Afghanistan and provide 
results to SIGAR:
•	 Department of Defense Office of Inspector General (DOD OIG) 
•	 Department of State Office of Inspector General (State OIG) 
•	 Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
•	 U.S. Army Audit Agency (USAAA) 
•	 U.S. Agency for International Development Office of Inspector General 

(USAID OIG)
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COMPLETED OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES
This quarter, the participating agencies issued no oversight reports related 
to reconstruction in Afghanistan.

U.S. Department of Defense Office of Inspector General
DOD OIG completed no audits related to Afghanistan reconstruction 
this quarter.

U.S. Department of State Office of Inspector General–Middle 
East Regional Operations
State OIG completed no audits related to Afghanistan reconstruction 
this quarter.

Government Accountability Office
The GAO completed no audits related to Afghanistan reconstruction 
this quarter.

U.S. Army Audit Agency
The USAAA completed no audits related to Afghanistan reconstruction 
this quarter. 

U.S. Agency for International Development Office of the 
Inspector General
USAID OIG completed no audits related to Afghanistan reconstruction 
this quarter.
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ONGOING OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES
As of December 31, 2020, the participating agencies reported 17 ongoing 
oversight activities related to reconstruction in Afghanistan. These activities 
are listed in Table 4.1 and described in the following sections by agency.

TABLE 4.1

ONGOING OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF OTHER U.S. AGENCIES, AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2020

Agency Report Number Date Initiated Report Title

DOD OIG D2020-DEV0PD-0121.000 7/20/2020 Evaluation of Traumatic Brain Injury Screening in the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility

DOD OIG D2020-D000RJ-0155.000 7/6/2020 Audit of Coalition Partner Reimbursements for Air Transportation Services in Afghanistan

DOD OIG D2020-DEV0PD-0130.000 5/11/2020 Evaluation of U.S. Combatant Commands’ Responses to the Coronavirus Disease–2019

DOD OIG D2020-DEV0SR-0095.000 3/2/2020 Evaluation of the Operational Support Capabilities of Naval Support Activity Bahrain Waterfront Facilities

DOD OIG D2020-DEV0PC-0079.000 2/18/2020
Evaluation of U.S. Central Command’s Defense of Critical Assets Within its Area of Responsibility 
Against Missiles and Unmanned Aircraft Systems

DOD OIG D2020-DEV0PD-0026.000 10/28/2019 Evaluation of Combatant Command Counter Threat Finance Activities

DOD OIG D2019-DEV0PD-0192.000 8/26/2019 Evaluation of DOD Processes to Counter Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive Devices

DOD OIG D2019-DISPA2-0051.000 2/6/2019 Evaluation of U.S. CENTCOM Kinetic Targeting Processes and Reporting Procedures 

State OIG 21AUD011 12/3/2020
Audit of Selected Grants and Cooperative Agreements Administered by the Public Affairs Section at 
U.S. Embassy Kabul, Afghanistan

State OIG 20AUD111 9/30/2020
Audit of the Use of Non-Competitive Contracts in Support of Overseas Contingency Operations in 
Afghanistan and Iraq

State OIG 20AUD098 9/10/2020 Audit of Department of State Compliance with Requirements Relating to Undefinitized Contract Actions

State OIG 20AUD110 9/02/2020
Information Report: Review of Department of State Preparations to Return Employees and Contractors 
to Federal Office During the Global Coronavirus Pandemic

GAO 104616 11/4/2020 Budget Justification Review: Afghanistan Security Forces

GAO 104132 3/24/2020 Review of DOD’s Contingency Contracting

GAO 104151 2/28/2020 DOD Oversight of Private Security Contractors

GAO 103076 10/1/2018 Afghanistan Reconstruction Projects–Waste, Fraud, and Abuse

USAID OIG 881F0119 9/30/2019 Audit of USAID/Afghanistan’s Risk Management and Project Prioritization

Source: DOD OIG, response to SIGAR data call, 12/16/2020; State OIG, response to SIGAR data call, 12/15/2020; GAO, response to SIGAR data call, 12/15/2020; USAID OIG, response to 
SIGAR data call, 12/15/2020; USAAA, response to SIGAR data call, 11/19/2020.
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U.S. Department of Defense Office of Inspector General
DOD OIG has eight ongoing projects this quarter that relate to reconstruc-
tion or security operations in Afghanistan.

Evaluation of Traumatic Brain Injury Screening in the U.S. 
Central Command Area of Responsibility
DOD OIG is determining whether U.S. Central Command screened, docu-
mented, and tracked DOD service members suspected of sustaining a 
traumatic brain injury to determine whether a return to duty status for cur-
rent operations was acceptable, or whether evacuation and additional care 
was required.

Audit of the Coalition Partner Reimbursements for Air 
Transportation Services in Afghanistan
DOD OIG is determining whether DOD sought full reimbursement for air 
transportation services provided to Coalition partners in Afghanistan in 
accordance with DOD policy and international agreements. 

Evaluation of U.S. Combatant Commands’ Responses  
to COVID-19
DOD OIG is determining how the geographic combatant commands (less 
U.S. Northern Command) and their component commands executed 
pandemic-response plans, and is identifying the challenges encountered 
in implementing the response plans and the impact to operations resulting 
from COVID-19.

Evaluation of the Operational Support Capabilities of Naval 
Support Activity Bahrain Waterfront Facilities
DOD OIG is determining whether the Ship Maintenance Support Facility 
and Mina Salman Pier, which the U.S. Navy accepted in 2019, meet the oper-
ational requirements of the U.S. Navy. Specifically, DOD OIG is determining 
whether the Ship Maintenance Support Facility meets staging and laydown 
requirements, and whether the Mina Salman Pier meets berthing require-
ments for homeported and deployed vessels.

Evaluation of U.S. Central Command’s Defense of Critical 
Assets Within its Area of Responsibility Against Missiles and 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems
DOD OIG is determining whether U.S. Central Command is prepared to 
defend critical assets within its area of responsibility against missile and 
unmanned aircraft system threats.
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Evaluation of Combatant Command Counter Threat  
Finance Activities
DOD OIG is determining whether U.S. Africa Command, U.S. Central 
Command, U.S. European Command, and U.S. Indo-Pacific Command are 
planning and executing counter-threat finance activities to impact adversar-
ies’ ability to use financial networks to negatively affect U.S. interests.

Evaluation of DOD Processes to Counter Radio Controlled 
Improvised Explosive Devices
The objectives for this DOD OIG evaluation are For Official Use Only.

Evaluation of U.S. Central Command’s (CENTCOM) Kinetic 
Targeting Processes and Reporting Procedures
DOD OIG is evaluating CENTCOM’s target-development and prosecution 
processes, as well as poststrike collateral damage and civilian-casualty 
assessment activities.

U.S. Department of State Office of Inspector General–Middle 
East Regional Operations
State OIG has four ongoing projects this quarter related to Afghanistan 
reconstruction. 

Audit of Selected Grants and Cooperative Agreements 
Administered by the Public Affairs Section at U.S. Embassy 
Kabul, Afghanistan 
The audit will examine grants and cooperative agreements administered by 
the public affairs section at U.S. Embassy Kabul.

Audit of the Use of Non-Competitive Contracts in Support of 
Overseas Contingency Operations in Afghanistan and Iraq 
The audit will examine the use of noncompetitive contracts in support of 
Overseas Contingency Operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Audit of Department of State Compliance with Requirements 
Relating to Undefinitized Contract Actions 
The audit will examine the Department of State’s compliance with require-
ments relating to undefinitized contract actions.

Information Report: Review of Department of State 
Preparations to Return Employees and Contractors to Federal 
Office During the Global Coronavirus Pandemic
The information report will examine the Department of State’s preparations 
to return employees and contractors to federal offices during the global 
coronavirus pandemic.
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Government Accountability Office
GAO has four ongoing projects this quarter related to Afghanistan 
reconstruction.

Budget Justification Review: Afghanistan Security Forces
Congress established the Afghanistan Security Forces Fund (ASFF) in 2005 
to build, equip, train, and sustain the Afghanistan National Defense and 
Security Forces, which comprise all forces under the Ministry of Defense 
and the Ministry of Interior. DOD data indicate that Congress has appro-
priated more than $83.1 billion in ASFF funding since 2005. In previous 
technical assistance provided to the congressional defense committees, 
GAO found that over $4 billion in funds for prior fiscal years were unex-
pended. Appropriations for the ASFF are available for obligation for two 
years with five additional years available for disbursements.

Since fiscal year 2019, the ASFF has included four budget activity groups 
(BAG): Afghan National Army, Afghan National Police, Afghan Air Force, 
and Afghan Special Security Forces. Each BAG is further divided into four 
subactivity groups (SAG): sustainment, infrastructure, equipment and trans-
portation, and training and operations.

GAO will review (1) how much has been appropriated for Afghanistan 
Security Forces Funds (ASFF) since the fund’s inception in 2005; (2) the 
extent to which ASFF funds remain unobligated, and how that compares 
with obligations since the fund’s inception in 2005; and (3) the extent to 
which have ASFF funds been cancelled since the fund’s inception in 2005.

Review of DOD’s Contingency Contracting
DOD has long relied on contractors to support a wide range of worldwide 
operations in a contingency environment, including military and stabil-
ity operations, and recovery from natural disasters, humanitarian crises, 
and other calamitous events. Contracting in the contingency environment 
includes logistics and base-operations support, equipment processing, con-
struction, and transportation. During recent U.S. military operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, contractors frequently accounted for more than half of the 
total DOD presence. In 2008, Congress established in law the Commission 
on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan (CWC) to review and make 
recommendations on DOD’s contracting process for current and future con-
tingency environments. The CWC issued its final report in August 2011.

GAO will review (1) the extent to which DOD has addressed the recom-
mendations of the Commission on Wartime Contracting in policy, guidance, 
education, and training; (2) how DOD has used contractors to support con-
tingency operations from January 1, 2009, to December 31, 2019; and (3) the 



161REPORT TO THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS  I  JANUARY 30, 2021

OTHER AGENCY OVERSIGHT

extent to which DOD has established processes to track and report contrac-
tor personnel to support contingency operations.

DOD Oversight of Private Security Contractors
In 2007, private security contractors (PSCs) working for the U.S. govern-
ment killed and injured a number of Iraqi civilians, bringing attention to the 
increased use of PSCs supporting the military in contingency environments, 
such as ongoing operations in Iraq or Afghanistan. In 2020, DOD reported 
that almost one-fifth of the roughly 27,000 contractors in Afghanistan were 
performing security functions, including some 3,000 armed PSCs. DOD’s 
Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment 
and the Geographic Combatant Commands are responsible for guiding and 
monitoring the department’s use of PSCs. GAO has previously reported on 
and made several recommendations to improve DOD’s tracking and over-
sight of PSCs.

GAO will review the extent to which, since calendar year 2009, (1) DOD 
has tracked and reported on the use of PSCs in support of contingency, 
humanitarian, and peacekeeping operations and exercises; and (2) whether 
laws, regulations, and requirements on the use of PSCs changed and how 
DOD has implemented them into its processes to improve oversight.

Afghanistan Reconstruction Projects–Waste, Fraud, 
and Abuse
The U.S. government has funded numerous reconstruction projects in 
Afghanistan since September 2001. Since then, costs for U.S. military, 
diplomatic, and reconstruction and relief operations have exceeded $500 
billion, and GAO has issued about 90 reports focused in whole or in part on 
Afghanistan. GAO received a request to review past work assessing recon-
struction efforts in Afghanistan and to identify the dollar value of any waste, 
fraud, or abuse uncovered during the course of those reviews.

GAO will review prior work conducted on reconstruction efforts in 
Afghanistan that identified waste, fraud, and abuse, and will assess the 
overall dollar amount of waste, fraud, and abuse uncovered through 
these efforts.

U.S. Army Audit Agency
The USAAA has no ongoing audits related to Afghanistan reconstruction 
this quarter.
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U.S. Agency for International Development Office of 
Inspector General
This quarter, USAID OIG has one ongoing report related to Afghanistan 
reconstruction. 

Audit of USAID/Afghanistan’s Risk Management and Project 
Prioritization 
The objectives of this audit are to determine to what extent USAID/
Afghanistan has a risk-management process in place to identify and mitigate 
risks in the face of potential staff and program reductions that could impact 
its development programs; how programs recommended for reduction or 
elimination were determined; and what impact recommended changes 
would have on USAID/Afghanistan’s current and future programs and 
related risk management.






